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New Spark Plugs with Innovative High-Voltage Connection  

BORGWARNER BERU SYSTEMS SUPPLIES  

NEW DOUBLE PLATINUM SPARK PLUGS FOR 
AUDI’S FOUR-CYLINDER ENGINES 

 

Optimize Combustion for Compact Plug Top Ignition Coils 

  

Auburn Hills, Michigan, December 7, 2011-BorgWarner BERU Systems new double 

platinum spark plugs feature an innovative high-voltage connection specifically designed 

for the next generation of compact plug top ignition coils used in Audi’s 1.8- and 2.0-liter 

TFSI engines. Audi’s new four-cylinder engines will power the recently launched Audi A4 

and A4 Avant series, and will replace current engines in the Audi A5, A5 Sportback and A5 

Cabrio. The engine is expected to power more vehicle models for the VW group in the 

future. 

“Our new spark plugs for plug top ignition coils offer a combination of advanced 

technologies engineered to help optimize combustion for better fuel economy and lower 

emissions,” said Brady Ericson, President and General Manager, BorgWarner BERU 

Systems and Emission Systems. “Once again, BorgWarner is demonstrating its reputation 

for innovation and product leadership. We are pleased to supply our latest ignition 

technology to Audi for a wide range of vehicles.” 

Today’s turbocharged direct-injection gasoline engines require very high voltage 

ignition systems, up to 40,000 volts compared with 20,000 to 30,000 volts in a naturally 

aspirated engine. BorgWarner’s new spark plugs use a combination of advanced 

technologies to meet high voltage specifications while minimizing the risk of arcing and 

flashover, which can cause engine misfires.  

For dependable starts and efficient combustion, an innovative “bowl” contact 

optimizes the connection between the spark plug and the internal compression spring of 

the plug top ignition coil. The 8.5 mm longer insulator increases the maximum ignition 

voltage and reduces arcing, while the double platinum tip reduces erosion for longer 

service life. Featuring a new pointed shape, the ground electrode reduces quenching and 

improves combustion by directing the spark to optimize ignition. Both the ground and 
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center electrodes are laser-welded for durability and feature a copper core for improved 

cooling.  

About BorgWarner  
Auburn Hills, Michigan-based BorgWarner Inc. (NYSE: BWA) is a technology leader 

in highly engineered components and systems for powertrain applications worldwide. 

Operating manufacturing and technical facilities in 59 locations in 19 countries, the 

company develops products to improve fuel economy, reduce emissions and enhance 

performance. Customers include VW/Audi, Ford, Toyota, Renault/Nissan, General Motors, 

Hyundai/Kia, Daimler, Chrysler, Fiat, BMW, Honda, John Deere, PSA, and MAN. For more 

information, please visit www.borgwarner.com. 

 

BorgWarner BERU Systems new double platinum spark plugs feature a high-voltage 

connection specifically designed for today’s compact plug top ignition coils. For 

dependable starts and efficient combustion, the “bowl” contact at the tip of the spark plug’s 

insulator optimizes the connection between the spark plug and plug top ignition coil. 

### 

Statements contained in this news release may contain forward-looking statements as contemplated by 

the 1995 Private Securities Litigation Reform Act that are based on management’s current outlook, expectations, 

estimates and projections. Words such as “anticipates,” “believes,” “continues,” “could,” “designed,” “effect,” 

“estimates,” “evaluates,” “expects,” “forecasts,” “goal,” “initiative,” “intends,” “outlook,” “plans,”  “potential,” 

“project,” “pursue,” “seek,” “should,” “target,” “when,” “would,” variations of such words and similar expressions 

are intended to identify such forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are subject to risks and 

http://www.borgwarner.com/en/default.aspx�
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uncertainties, many of which are difficult to predict and generally beyond our control, that could cause actual 

results to differ materially from those expressed, projected or implied in or by the forward-looking statements.  

Such risks and uncertainties include: fluctuations in domestic or foreign vehicle production, the continued use by 

original equipment manufacturers of outside suppliers, fluctuations in demand for vehicles containing our 

products, changes in general economic conditions, as well as other risks noted reports that we file with the 

Securities and Exchange Commission, including the Risk Factors identified in our most recently filed Annual 

Report on Form 10-K. We do not undertake any obligation to update or announce publicly any updates to or 

revision to any of the forward-looking statements. 
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